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Nicholas Campbell, 


\ H O' Nicholas Campbell, the 
Subject of the following Pages 
was but inconſiderable in him- 
ſelf, and before the Time of 


condemned almoſt unknown, 
yet to give the clearer View of the Matter 
before us, it will not be improper to give 
2 ſhort Narrative prior to the Period fo fatal 
to him, 3 | 


B 5 Though 
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the Forgery for which he is 


— — — 


- 
ay — — 


(2) 
Though the Man goes by the Name of 


Campbel, yet his true Surname is Fitzgerald, 
he was born at Limerick, in the County of 


Limerick, in the Kingdom of Treland, and 


was Son to Foſeph Fitzgerald, who kept a 
Chandlers Shop in that City. He was 
trained up to no Buſineſs, and had but a 
fmall hare of Education, being ſcarce able 
to read with the leaſt Negree of Readineſs, 
and ſo bad a Penman, that the Writing which 
has brought him to an untimely End, ſeems 
rather to be the Deed of a Novice in the 
Mechaniſm of common Writing, than of a 
P:rſon the leaft acquainted therewith. 

In the Year 1740 he left Limerick on a 
Diiguſt, and coming into the County of 
Down, in the Province of Ulfer, where 
was a recruiting Party, he litied with one 
Serjeant Main, a Scotſman, of Captain 
Langer's Company, in the Regiment of 
Foot commanded by General Ponſonby, the 
fame who died afterwards at the Battle of 
Fontenoy. He went abroad with this Regi- 
ment, to whom it fell to be garriſon'd at 
Oftend in Flanders: Here the young Soldier 
not liking his new Trade of Life, contrived 
a very artful Method to get rid of it, tho' 
the ſame appeared ſomewhat deſperate, and 
even ſayoured of Cmaelty. | l | 

One Night, , ſtanding Centinel at the 
Naſſau Gate, he loaded his Piece, and 
4 | having 


43) 
having a Cord in his Pocket he doubled it, 
and tying it to the Handle of the Lock he 
ftruck his Piece to the Ground, and laying 
the Carpus, which joins the Wriſt and the 
Palm of his Hand, upon the Mouth of the 
Gun, he put his Foot into the circular Cord, 
and thereby drawing back the Handle, he 
thereby fired the Piece, which ſufficiently 
anſwered the Purvoſe, Fitzgerald became 
an Invalid from that Moment, and obtai'n- 
ing his Diſcharge came to London, and ſoon 
paſſing the Board, 2. e. his Diſcharge being 
ſuſtained by the Governor of C/elſea Hoſpi- 
tal, he was admitted into the Houſe; and 
in a very little Time took a Chandler's Shop, 
where his Wife earned a comfortable Living, 


| Which encreaſed daily, as her Huſband, by 


ſome favourable Circumſtances, and inſinu- 
ating Turn, humoured the Foible of the 
Penſioners, and was appointed a Corporal of 
the 16th Ward; he was ſoon advanced to 


the Station of a Light Horſeman, which 


yields a pretty comfortable Subſiſtance of it- 
ſelf, but is more ſo, when improved by a 
careful and laudable Induſtry. os 

Here he continued a few Months; and, 
ever aſpiring at ſome what higher, he con- 
trived a Scheme for putting a conſiderable 
Sum into his own Pocket, Accordingly he 
and another took up a Gentleman's Porter, 


whom they conducte fore a Juſtice of 


(4) 
Peace, and charged with a Robbery, which 
they gave out to have been committed in 
the Middle of the Five Fields, between 
Buckingham=Gate and Chelſea ; the Man was 
ſent to the Gatehouſe, in order to be 
removed to Newgate, to take his Trial at 
the next Seſſions to be held at the Od Baily, 
where he Fitzgerald, and his Servant, were 
to appear as Evidences on the Side of the 
Crown : In this Condition the poor Man lay 
in Irons for two Days, and had nothing to 
ſupport him under the Hardſhips of Impri- 
ſonment, and falſe Accuſation, except a 
good Conſcience. Happily for him his Ma- 
ſter got an Account of his Situation, and of 
the Names of his Accuſers ; the Gentleman 
went directly and waited on Sir Robert Rich 
the Governor, and giving an extream good 
Character of the Man, Fitzgerald, alias 
Campbell, was ſent for, and examined upon 
the Allegation which he made: As the Gen- 
tleman was a Perſon of known Probity and 
Honour, and aſſured the Governor that the 
ſuppoſed Offender was alibi, at the Time 
of the pretended Robbery, Campbell was 
more cloſely examined upon the Matter, 
and prevaricating grofly, the Governor de- 
manded to know how he came to ſwear po- 
fitively to the Perſon of a Man he never ſaw 
but once ? I do got, anſwered he, pretend 
to ſwear poſitively to him, but my Servant 
en 
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can! A Servant, ſaid his Excellency: I 
did not think the common Penſioners of 
Chelſea Hoſpital could keep Servants: Tis 
all what 1 can do: Go to the Juſtice of 

Peace, and releaſe the Man, for I fear you 
have ſworn falſely : He accordingly walked 
with the Gentleman to the Juſtice's Huule, 
and the Priſoner being ſent for, Campbell 
retracted his former Accuſation, and ſo the 
Man was diſcharged from his Confinement ; 


and he was turned out of Cbelſea Hoſpital, 


and reduced, from the lucrative Station of a 
Light Horſeman, to that of an ordinary 
Out-Penſioner. 

This Reduction ſet his Invention at Work 
for finding out another Buſineſs, by which 
he might make up the Loſs he had ſuſtained, 
and for this Purpoſe he took an Alehouſe in 


Milderneſi-Rou, then known by the Sign 
of the Fortune of War, and to turn it to the 


beſt Advantage for himſelf, he put up the 
King of Bobemia s Head at the Sign Poſt, 
* below it Nicholas Campbell: 2 — 
that as the Name was pretty frequent, he 
might bring Cuſtom to the Houſe by the 
falſe Aſſumption: Nor was he miſtaken in 
his Conjecture ; many Penſioners from Scot- 
land and Ireland reſorted to his Tap-Room ; 
he told the former that he was an 1r:/hman, 
and the latter that he was a Scolſman, when- 
ever he was aſked his: Country ; but to 
d neither 


(6) 


neither of them did he tell the real Matter, 
that his true Name was Fitzgerald. 

Fortunately for him, one Sutherland, a 
Man of u heard- of Wickedneſs and Bruta- 
li:y, void of the Fear of God, caPous and 
obdurate to the Terrors of Wickedneſs : 2 
Monſter of Baſphemy, Lewdneſs, and every 
E ind of Impety, was Clerk to the Ho!pi- 
tal; and he had given full Career to an un- 
heard-of Courſe of Sin: The King of Bo- 
hemia's Head was ſoon frequented by him, 
and ſome Out Penſioners were introduced o 
the Landlord, as an Uſurer. 

By the Statutes of the Legiſlature every 
Out-Penfioner was to receive 71. 125. 24, 
fer Annum: A noble Help indeed to ard 
the Support of a poor Man when grown 
old in the Service of the Government; but 
moſt miſerably piifered by a Parcel of blood- 
fucking Wretches, who, in Oppoſition ta 
the loud Voice of Neceſſity, conttived the 
moſt cruel and inhuman Methods for de- 
frauding the helpleſs Wretches of what the 
Munificence of Parliament had ſo well in- 
tended for them: And it is obſervable, that 
ſuch of that Society of Uſurers as were Pub- 
licans had the beſt Opportunity for impoſing 
upon the helpleſs Creatures. 

Of the different Uſurers, the Keeper of 
the King of Bobemia's Head acted his Part 
with all the Arts of Dexterity ; his Houſe 
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(3) 

was daily frequented by them, and all at 
once he became rich. It was cuſtomary for 
theſe Publicans to appoint the Penſioners to 
come againſt a certain Day to heir Houſes, 


where generally they diank 'o plentifully of 


Liquor as to be unable to ſtand. In the 
midſt of their Career their Name would be 
aſked for in Writing ; which given, their 
Receipt was produced next Day on their 
coming to aſk for their Money. A Vollzy 


cf new coined Names with terrible Cu ſes 


an d Execrations wete poured out upon them 
for their Impudence, and if they offered to 
make any Complaint they were threatened. 
to be turned off the Lift altogether, or to 
have the Letter © * put after their Name, 


and even ſometimes terrified with Impriſon- 


ment, and other corporal Puniſhment. 
Another Method of acquiring Wealth 
was this: Sometimes the Uſurers would 
forge the Name of a Juſtice of Peace to a 
Ceriificate that one of their Penſioners was 
alive and well; and in this Manner take up 


his Money for three, four, five, nay ſome- 


times for ſix or ſeven Years atter the Man 
was dead. | 


A Third Way was this: Perhaps a ſmall 
Trifle, ſuch as nine or ten Shillings, would 


* The Letter 2 denotes that they were to be ſent to 


Garriſon. 
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(8) 
Be lent to one of theſe Creatures on a Note 
of Hand for the fame, the Sum would be 
fo ſet down in the Note, that a greater 


might be put before it, without the leaſt 


Suſpicion of Fraud, except ſuch as aroſe 


from the Aſſertion of the Injured, who, in 


the Courfe of a few Months, was generally 
ferved with a Marſhaiſea Writ, and carried 
to a Spunging- Houſe, where being cloſely 
confined, and in want even of a Morſel of 


Bread to ſupport him, the unhappy Wretch 
would be obliged to comply with the rigor- 
ous Terms of the Oppreſſor, in order to be 


releaſed. | 
As the Landlord at the King of Bohemia's 

Head was intimate with Sutherland, and was 

ſo adept in all the Courſes of that ſhocking 


Profligate, that it is hard to ſay which was 
Maſter, which was Scholar, or which of 
the two exceeded: So he had a fair Oppor- 
tunity of impoſing upon the unhappy People 


in the various Kinds of Falſhood ; but as it 


would be tedious to enumerate a Catalogue 


ob abſcure Names, we ſhall content ourſelves 
with one Inſtance, which we fix upen be- 
cauſe the Man 1s alive, and can vindicate 
what 1s herewith advanced. 


| The Man had ſerved for ten Years in the 


Regiment of Royal Scots, commanded by 

Lieutenant General St. Clair, and havin 

obtained his Diſcharge, and paſſing the 
| 1. 
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Board. Was introduced to the Landlord at 
the King of Bohemia's Head; happily for the 
poor Man, he was at that Time a better 


Deconomiſt than ſome other of his Fellow 


Penſioners; ſo that his Uſurer being unable 
to over-recch him in one Way, contrived 
His Ruin 4n another ; and he was the more 


prompted to it, as he knew the Man to be 


indigent, and without Friends. 
On the 15th of OFoher, 1754, the poor 
Creature was arreſted by a Sheriffs Officer, 
# the Suit of his Uſurer, for 10 J. 125. up- 
on a Note of Hand inſerted in the Pjaintiff's 
Pocket-Book, and with it the Name of the De- 
fendant: He was directly carried to a Spung- 
ing-Houſe; the ſtrongeſt Proteſtatiòns, that 
he never owed the Plaintiff a Shilling, would 


not do; a ſolemn Declaration that he never 


ſigned a Note payable to him was ineffectual; 
the Man was in Cuſtody without Suſtenance, 
without Friends, and without Hope; Gaol, | 
Bail or Money, was the Cry of the Ockcer, and : 
as he could not procure the laſt, nor able to 
procure the ſecond, fo he was obi iged to ſuh- 
mit to the firſt: He was carried to Newgate, 
where he continued for nine Days, at which 
Time he was releaſed on giving a Note, be- 


fore two Witneſſes, for paying the full Debt 


and Coſts, which. then amounted to 13 /. 
13 5. and for diſcharging of which he ap- 
e three Guineas out of his Penſion 

C year ly, 


(10) 
yearly, to be taken up by the Plaintiff, un- 
til the whole was fully cleared: The Man's 
Name is Philpot, and he lives in Long-Diteb, 
Weſtminſter. 


But the Landlord of the King of Bohemia's 


Head had not only Buſineſs wk the Penſi- 
oners of Chelſea Hoſpital, but likewiſe with 


ſome feafaiing People, particularly ſuch as- 


went long Voyages to Bengal, Madraſs, or 
Canton, the longer the Voyage, the better 
for him: From ſome of theſe he would ob- 
tain a Will and Power, and if they owed 
any Money, he deſired that the Creditor 
1 be brought to him; which being 
done, he was at no Strait in promiſing Pay- 
ment; but ſo ſoon as his Conſtituent was 
gone, his Language was ſo altered, that when 
the Creditor came to him, demanding Mo- 
ney, according to Agreement, the Anſwer 
was ready: © He owes me more than 1s due 
eto you; J have his Note of Hand for 40 J. 

If you chule to go to Law I am at your 
Service; if you enter an Action againſt 
«@ me, either in the Court of King's-Bench, 

* of Common-Pleas, I will cauſe my Attor- 
© ney to put in an Appearance to it.” If 
His Conſtituents came home, theſe were pre- 
ſented with extravagant Bills, ſuch as an 
extortioning Attorney is wont to make out 
for tranſacting a difficult Buſineſs. The un- 
fortunate Perſon was intimidated into a Com- 


pliance, 


611) 
pliance, either to pay the Bill directly, or 
elſe to grant a Note of Hand for the Prin- 
cipal and Intereſt, payable in a few Days; 
and if they were not punctual to their Time, 
firſt the Spunging-Houſe, and next the 
Gaol, became their Habitation. 

Such repeated Acts towards the Chelſea 
Penſioners, and the Sailors in the Zaft and 
Meſt-India Service, confirmed him ſo in the 
Practice of Roguery, that he at laſt tried his 
Art upon others, Tradeſmen and Labourers 
not excepted. An Inſtance of which we 
ſhall give. 

One Haynes, aJoyner had been employ'd by 
him in doing ſome Work, and ſent to him for 
two Guineas, which were readily granted upon 
a Note of Hand for Payment of them when 
called for: In this Manner the Joyner re- 
ceived fix Guineas, at three different Times, 
and gave three different Notes for the Mo- 
ney, When they came to ſettle, the Sums 
he had received at difterent Times were ſet 
off, and the Notes, to Appearance, were re- 
turned to the Granter of them, and, at the 
Deſire of the Employer, were burnt, as of 
no Signification: : The Workman thought he 
was intirely ſafe, and had not the leaſt Ap- 
prehenſion of what was to follow. In about 
ten Days afterward he was again employed 
to do a Piece of Work to the Amount of 
2 54. which being compleated, he went for 


C2 his 


(=) 

his Money, and expecting to be paid, he. 
was preſented with his own three Notes, 
which he thought had been burnt : A Sur- 
prize naturally aroſe upon ſo ſhoeking a 
Matter, which was only increaſed, by teri 
ble Curſes and Imprecations on the Side of 
the other; who put the Queſtion ſtrongly, 
How can you refuſe your own Hand 
« Writing, eſpecially as it is entirely yours?“ 
The Man was noiſed and bullied into Silence, 

and having got rid of him at that Time, he 
took Care to have no Dealing with him af- 
terward, | 

In this Manner he continued inrichin 
himſelf till the Year 1755, when an Act of 
Parliament aboliſhing the Practice of Uſury 
toward the Chelſca Penſioners took Place; an 
Act in itſelf Chriſtian, Generous, and Hu- 
mane ; and reflects as great Honour on the 
Earl of Rotbes, who detected the Iniquity, 
as his Bravery at the Battle of Dettingen, 
Fontenoy, Racoux, or Lavelt. 

When Mr. Pitt brought it into the Houſe 
of Commons, the Members were unani- 
mous for examining the Bill; Arguments 
flowed in favour of it, and the daily Ob- 
jets of Miſery rendered theſe irrefiſtible ; 
fo that it paſſed into a Law. What Pity 
that a Charity ſo noble in itſelf, and which 
every Year became the firſt Care of the Par- 
liament to Provide for, ſhould, thro' the In- 

advertency 
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 advertency of ſome Managers, be ſuffered to 


be groſly abuſed, and become the Means of 
enriching the baſeſt and worſt of Man- 
kind! Nay, to ſuch a Degree of inſulting 


Wickedneſs was the Matter carried, that the 
very People who lived upon the Spot were 


refuſed the Payment of their Penſion, and, 
with an authoritative Contempt, ordered to 
apply to their Uſurer, who at moſt paid only 
ſix Guineas for the 7/, 125. 24. while 
others gave only 5 J. and, by their Dilatori- 
neſs, obliged the Wretches to ſquander the 
better Part of it in Liquor in their own 
Houſes. 8 

After the Practice of Uſury was put down, 
Campbell dealt in the Lotteries, Annuities, 
and in Brokerage; and aſpiring at the Ho- 
nour of being made a Juſtice of Peace, he 
lett his Houſe and Gardens, judging that a 
Publick Houſe was incompatible with the 
propoſed Dignity : He flattered himſelf with 
great Things from a Buſineſs honourable in 
itſelf, and particularly beneficial to ſuch as 


ſtick at nothing; have a brazen Effrontery, 


are inſenſible to the Feelings of the humane 

Heart; deaf to the Cries of the Oppreſled ; 

blind to the Caſe of the Poor, and harden'd 

in Acts of Inhumanity ; fo anxiouſly ſollici- 

tous that the Priſoners committed by them 

may be found guilty of the Charge, that 
| , 


they 
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614) 
they rejoice in nothing more than in their 
Condemnation. 
However, he was diſappointed in his Ex- 
pectation; for the Character given of him by 
ſome People of Diſtinction in his own Neigh- 


| bourhoad, not being anſwerable to the Stre- 


nuouſneſs of his own Endeavours; he was 


baulked in his Scheme; and applied after- 


ward for a Commiſſion. in the Midaleſev Mi- 
litia, which, by the Intereſt of a noble Duke, 
he obtained; 10 that when taken up he was 
Lieutenant, and a peared in his Regimentals 
at the Bar of the 902 Baily; and this brings 
to that Part of his Conduct, which ſolely, 
by being enquired into, rendered him more 
odious than any other. The Matter was 
briefly this: 

After letting bis Dwelling Houſe in Chel- 


fra, and purchaſing ſome Tenements, he 
. contrived a Method for making the utmoſt 


of two. Houſes, that were in ſome Sort 


his own Property. Accordingly he pub- 


liſhed a Sale to be held at Mr. Douglass, in 
King-Street, Weſtminſter, on the 28th of 
Juby, 1760. As Chelſea is a pleaſant Vil- 
lage, many went to inſpect the Houſes, and 
to talk with n who had the Diſpoſal 
of them, | 
Among others was Foſeh 5 Pearſon, Eſq; 
who is one of the Gentlemen Band of Pen- 
ſioners to the King; a Man of Probity and 
Honour, 
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Honour, and capable at any Time of making 
ſuch a Purchaſe: In Company with Berya- 
min Lifter, Eſq; another of the Band of 
Penſioners, he went to Chelſea about tne 29th 
of June, when he ſpoke to Campbell for the 
firſt Time, being till then unknown to each 
other. In Conſequence of the Converſation, 
theſe Gentlemen attended the Sale“ on the 
28th of Fuly, and with them Mr. Denn, 
another worthy honeſt Man; for Mr. Pear 


ſon liked the Situation of the Houſes, as they 


lay contiguous for him, whether his Attend- 
ance might be wanted at Kenſington or at 
St, James's. © 

But tho' their Acquaintance was begun, 
yet it was ſo ſlender, and in a Manner ſo 
paſſant, that neither Pæarſon nor Campbell 
ſpoke to each other; nor did the former ſo 


much as bid at the Auction: The Scene, 


which ſoon opened, ſcarce exiſted in Minia- 
ture, and did not begin to form till the 13 th 
of September thereafter; when Campbell 
meeting Mr. Pearſon accidentally, ſpoke to 
him, and as appriſed of the other's Deſire - 
to purchaſe a convenient Houſe between 
Kenfington and St. James's, he proffered to 
give up the Rights to the ſame at a certain 
Day, and in the mean Time borrowed from 
him 40 J. which was in a few Weeks fol- 

7 5 lowed 


This Sale was only a Sham to impoſe upon the 
Public. | 


8 


lowed by 20 l. more. But whether Mr. 


Pearſon had received ſome Anecdotes of 
Mr. Campbells Conduct, or that he had 
changed his Mind, with regard to the in- 
tended Purchaſe, he became a little uneaſy at 
being conſtantly diſappointed, having never 
received the Rights to the Houſes, according 
to the Promiſe of the other. 

Being met on the 10th Day of December, 
1760, in order to ſettling Matters, they 
went into the Bridge: Street Coffee-Houſe, 
Weltminitcr, when Mr. Pearſon gave him 
twelve Guineas more, which, with what 


Was given formerly, amounting, with the 


Intereſt, to 74 J. 10 5. Campbell gave a Note 
of Hand for the fame, but payable in ſeven 
Moaths ; which the other not liking, they 


withdrew to the Mitre and Dove in King- 
Street; but whether there was too much 


Company in that Houſe, or tbat the ſame 
wore to penteel an Aſpect, they withdrew 
to the Red. Lion in Bow- Street, behind West- 
minſter Market; and being ſhewn into a 


Back Room, the Scene opened 8 


for Campbell having wrote a freſh Note, 
threw the former into the Fire, as of ng 
Signification after another ſubſiſted. | 
On Mr. Pearſms inſpecting ihe freſh 
Note, lie was ſhocked at ſeeing 7 J. 105. 
inſtead of 541. 10s. and beginning to re- 
monſtrate, Cumpoet cadeavoured to witb- 
draw, 


Tr 


(17) 
draw; on this the other ſeized him, and 
calling for a Conſtable, a Struggle and Noiſe 
enſued, which alarming ſome People in the 
Tap- Room „they haſten'd to the Parlout 
where Pearſon charged Campbell with burn- 
ing a Note for 74 /. 10s. and Campbell cal- 
led Pearſon uſuring Dog; faying, I o wed 
him but 5 J. and he retuſes a Note for 7 J. 
10s, How came you, ſaid Sherrard, a 
Butcher, who was there accidentally, to 
give a Note for 7 J. 106. when you owed 
but 5 . I was, replied the other, in Diſtreſs 
when I borrowed it. | 
From Bow-S?reet they went to the Three 
Tuns in Tufton-Street, where going into a 
Room, Campbell turned the Key, and put- 
ting it into his Pocket, faid to Pearſon, 
« Down upon your Knees, you Raſcal, for 
* what you have done this Day, or I will 
t ran you thro' the Body.“ 1 don't fear,” 
anſwered the other, for I wear as good a 
« Sword as you do.” Here they charged 
each other again as at the Red Lion; the 
Landlady came to the Door, and defired to 
get in, but this Campbell refuſed, calling her 
4 B——h, and threatned to kick her, 


if ſhe did not retire: The Landlord was 


more hardy; he burſt open the Door, and 
heard them mutually charge each other. 
"Tis needleſs to recite Altercations ; 
Campbell retired, and ſoon brought! in a Wo- 

* man, 
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man, whom he called his Siſter, and ſhe. 
named him Brother, in her Turn; with her 
he again retired, and while they were walk 
ing together, he told. her, in Confidence, 


that he had bilked that Man ont of 70/7: 


and upward ;” and fo again returned to the 
Houſe,. where Mr. Pearſon ſtill remained. 
From Tufton-Street they went to. the. 
Fighting-Cocks in Dartmouth-Street, where, 
entering upon their former Tranſaction, Mr. 
Pearſon charged him as before; but Camp- 
bell heightned his Tone, and flling upon a 
new. Medium to filence him, he ſaid that he 
Pearſon owed him a much larger Sum: 


They reciprocally charged each other, and 


ſo parted. Campbell being now at Freedom, 


found that he had a fair Opportunity for 


overturning any Complaint that Mr, Pear- 
ſon might raiſe. 


He was in Poſſeſſion of ſeveral Scraps of 


Paper, whereon Mr. Pearſon had wrote his 


uſual Subſcription ; for as Campbell did not 
ſpell the Name Pearſon properly in the firſt 


Note, ſo he deſired Mr. Pearſon to write his 
Name, that the Note might not be imper- 


fect: The ſhifting from ſo many Houſes. 


furniſhed him with a Pretext for defiring the 


fame Thing five or fix different Times: Af- 
ter ſleeping and waking upon the Matter, 


Campbell found himſelf in Poſſeſſion of ſe- 


veral Slips of Paper, whereon was the Sub- 
e : ſcription 
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feription 70 Pearſon ; but none of them 
was ſo remote from the Head of the Paper 
as to contain a Note above it, except one; 
and on this he drew a Promiſſary Note, da- 
ted January 19, 1758, payable in fix 
Months, at the Rate of Five per Cent. In- 
tereſt, for 1350 l. And coming into the 
Red Lion, ſhewed the Note to Feffreys, the 
Landlord, adding, D=——mn the Raſcal, ke 


owes me 1350/. Helikewiſe ſhewed it to 
{ome others, who not heeding the Matter 
much, d d Pearſon likewiſe ; expreſſing 
their Aſtoniſhment how a Man could make 
ſo much Noiſe about a Trifle, when he owed 
1350/. The Attorney, Mr. Janſon, was 
equally ſtunned at Mr. Pearſon's Aſſurance, 
and made out a Writ againſt him; Mr. 
Marſhal, the Filer of Writs in the Court of 
King's- Bench, drew up an Affidavit thereon, 
and Campbell ſwore not only to the Subſerip- 
tion in the Note, but likewiſe that Mr. 
Pearſon was juſtly indebted to him for the 
Sum therein contained ; ſo that nothing now 
remained but to give the Writ anto the 
Hand of a Sheriff's Officer, who arreſted 
Mr. Pearſon at the very Time that he was 
coming from Juſtice Fielding's Houſe, where 
he had been with a Complaint upon what 
had happened three Days before. 
Mr, Pearſon was catried to the Spunging- 
Houſe in Clare-Street, from. whence he 
| ny D 2 wrote 
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wrote a Letter to a very worthy Gentleman, 
and one who had long known him: Sir 
William Beauchamp Procter was the Gen- 


tleman applied tb, and he as readily ap- 


peared: On he ring the Story he diſcovered a 
generous Sympathy, and well knowing that 
without Aſſiſtance Mr. Pearſon muſt ſub- 
mit to Gaol, or pay the Money, he directly 
bailed and liberated the Priſoner; who now 
applying for a Warrant brought his Plaintiff 
before Juſtice Fielding, and charged him 
with taking out a Writ for 13 50 J. whereas 
he did not owe him a ſingle Shilling ; but 
on the contrary that he was Campbell's Cre- 
Gitor for 741. 105. and ſo narrated the 
Tranſaction formerly named. On this 
Campbell pulled the Note out of his Pocket, 
and whirling it upon the Table with an Air, 
* Here, pleaſe your Worſhip, is his own. 
« Hand Writing, deny it if he can,” Ac- 


cordingly the Note was read, with the Suh- 


ſcription, and Campbell giving no ſatisfactory 
Account of any Tranſaction between them, 
nor having any to appear to his Character, 
while the other was diſtinct in every Thing, 


and had Gentlemen of Honour to ſtand by 


him, the Plaintiff was committed to New- 
gate; and Mr, Brogden, his Worſhip's Clerk, 
looking upon the Note in a different Light 
from Jeffreys and Janſon, ſecured it by 
Order of the Juſtige, who bound over Mr, 

* | ehe 
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Pearſin and Tanſon to proſecute. When 
Arſt he came to Newgate i= was much caſt 
down, but ſoon began to ive, and conti 
nued bravading till the 17th of January, 
when his Trial came on at the Old Baily, 
before the Right Hon. the Lord Chief Baron 
Parker, who, with the utmoſt Patience and 
Tenderneſs to the Priſoner, fat no leſs than 
five Hours before it was brought to a Period; 
Tho' the Author is not at Liberty to pub- 
liſh what paſſed on that Occaſion, and does 
not chuſe it, leaſt the Speeches of the Coun- 
cil, and of the Judge, ſhould loſe their 
Luſtre by Repreſentation, yet he may be al- 
lowed to fay, that the Tranſactions of the 
17th, 18th, and 19th of December, were 
traced out; the Note of Hand for 13 50 f. 
ſaid to be Pearfon's was exhibited, with that 
of Campbell's own to him for 7 l. 10 . And 
the jury being compoſed of Men of Buſineſs, 
theſe, on inſpecting it, diſcovered Flaws 
which had eſcaped Feffreys, Ianſon, and 

even the Bailiff himſelf. | 
The Subſcription was wrote on the Left 
Hand Side; the Letters 7 O had been dealt 
with, and were of different Ink from Pear- 
Jon: The Note itſelf was the Hand Writing 
of the Priſoner, and rather like that of ſome 
Country Tanner than of a Man of the leaſt 
Education or Buſineſs: In ſhort, it was 
ſcrambling, mutilated, ſcanty, and irregular ; 
whereas 
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whereas the T 


Subſcription to the 
Vote for 7 4. 10 J. was on the Right Hand 
Side of the Paper. 

Neither will j it be Intruſion on the Privi- 


Id lege of the Court, to inform the Reader that 


the Priſoner was indulged with Paper, Pen 


and Ink, and heard for a long Time; duting 


which he mentioned Money lent by him at 
three different Places; and aſſerted that his 
Acquaintance with the Proſecutor commen- 


ved in Augigt 17 56 but unluckily for him, 
the conſtant Phraſe, * To the beſt of my 


% Knowledge,” whenever he mentioned 
Pates or Places, conveyed an unfavourable 


Opinion, while his filing to prove, by the 


many Witnelics produced for him, among 


that if the Proſecuter did not write that 


Name Jo. N he himſelf might nevet 


get rid of the Fa& chitrged, nor ever fee 
the Face of God i Mercy; yet the Jurys 
after hearing the Bxidence ſumuied up by the 


Judge, in kf than a Minute brought in their 
Verdict Wir. Poor Man! his firſt With 


was ſoop accbinpliſhed, NY the ee 15 
E wh never be fulfilled, P42, v1 
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iption was ſtrong; tuin 
« generous, and Her oy And what Ky: a little 
_ 4urprizing, Cate 


hom ſeveral of his Fellow Uſerers, that he 
bad ſo much as ſern Mr. Pearſon, prior to 
the Tranſaction in Summer 1760, confirm'd 
the lame : And notwithſtanding, he withed 
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